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BETSY JENKINS

LAGUNA BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER

During my four years as a School Board Member, our schools have
excelled. Our state-mandated test scores are among the highest in the
county. More importantly, we have focused on the whole child, creating
programs that support social and emotional well-being, life-long fitness, and
individual talents as well as academic rigor. Both our performing arts
programs and our athletic teams win distinguished recognition each year.
We send 92% of our graduating seniors to college, with many entering the
highest ranking state and private universities.

The $58 million modernization project to renovate our schools was
successfully implemented with all construction finished on time and within
budget. All four schools stand beautifully remodeled with state-of-the-art
classrooms, science labs, performing arts and athletic facilities. We have
budgeted a prudent long-term reserve fund as a Facility Repair and
Replacement Program to ensure our newly renovated schools remain in
excellent condition.

I am especially proud of helping to create a warm, collaborative working
relationship between the administration and the teachers and staff of our
district. We have consistently approved salary raises that are competitive
with the best in the state, allowing us to attract and keep the most excellent
educators available. The teachers feel supported and have time built into
their schedules for professional learning and student planning. I am also a
strong advocate for parents and have helped the district maintain a close
working relationship with volunteer groups such as PTA, SchoolPower,
Endowment Fund, and Booster groups. In this way, community members,
parents, teachers and students all work together to create the best
education possible for our youth.

I dedicated myself to my first term on the School Board as a full time job. I
worked and studied hard, attended countless meetings, and grew to fully
understand and love the school district. Now I wish to continue my
dedication as a seasoned veteran in an organization which is in major
transition. We have just hired a new Assistant Superintendent and will hire a
replacement for our current Superintendent this year. At this crucial time of
change in the top ranks, it is imperative to have a School Board Member
with the knowledge and history to continue our success and move us
forward. I am the only incumbent running out of the three seats available.
Please pledge your vote for proven leadership and re-elect Betsy Jenkins to
the Laguna Beach School Board.
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