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WELCOME TO
ORANGE COUNTY 
CANDIDATE FILING
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Welcome & Introductions

• Julianna Mailhot, Manager, Candidate and 
Voter Services

• Tiffany Nevarez, Lead, Candidate and Voter 
Services
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Registrar of Voters’ Mission Statement

"To provide election services for the citizens of 
Orange County to ensure equal access to the 
election process, protect the integrity of votes, 
and maintain a transparent, accurate and fair 

process."
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Registrar of Voters’ Vision Statement

"To ensure excellence in the administration of 
elections to inspire confidence and trust in the 

democratic process."
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IMPORTANT ELECTION DATES
NOMINATION PERIOD

•Campaign Finance Forms (Form 501,460,470)
•Information Statement (online/in office)
•Code of Fair Campaign Practices (Optional)
•Ballot Designation (Optional)
•Candidate’s Statement of Qualifications (Optional)
•Statement of Economic Interest (Form 700)
•Declaration of Candidacy
•AB 1392 Opt Out of Confidential Status form

LAST DAY TO WITHDRAWL CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT
5-DAY EXTENTION PERIOD (if incumbent doesn’t file)
WRITE-IN PERIOD

• 7/13/26 – 8/7/26

• 8/10/26
• 8/8/26 – 8/12/26

• 9/7/26 – 10/20/26
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OFFICES UP FOR ELECTION
VOTER NOMINATED*

• Governor
• Lieutenant Governor
• Secretary of State
• Controller
• State Treasurer
• Attorney General
• Insurance Commissioner
• Member, State Board of 

Equalization, District 4
• Representative in Congress
• Member of the State Senate
• Member of the State Assembly

• State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction*

• Member, School District 
Governing Boards

• Member, Orange County Board 
of Supervisors*

• Member, City Council**
• Director, Special District Board 

of Directors

NONPARTISAN

* Office limited to Top 2 runoff candidates.
** Candidate for City office must file with the City Clerk.
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INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE
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 Begin Candidate Filing online 

option

 Election Calendar

 Candidate’s Handbook

 Campaign Finance Portal

 Candidate Filing FAQ’s
November 3, 2026
General Election

FAQ’s



LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION 
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• A candidate may, in a dated, signed, written statement, designate a person to 
obtain a Declaration of Candidacy form from the Registrar of Voters’ office and 
deliver it to the candidate. 

• The statement must show the candidate understands the form must be properly 
completed and an original wet-signature submitted to the Registrar of Voters’ 
office by the 88th day before the General Election (August 7, 2026). 

• A designated person may return the completed Declaration of Candidacy. 
However, while someone may pick up filing documents on behalf of the 
candidate, the candidate must be present to file and take the oath of office. 

            
   NOTE: If the candidate is unable to be present, the Declaration of Candidacy may be 

notarized by a certified California notary public, with additional out-of-state notary options 
available in the handbook.



CANDIDATE FILING CHECKLIST



CANDIDATE FILING CHECKLIST
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Candidates running for office are 
required to complete the necessary 
documents which are issued at our 
office and must be completed to 
qualify to be on the ballot. 

 Information Statement

 Code of Fair Campaign Practice

 Ballot Designation Worksheet 
(optional)

 Candidate’s Statement (optional)

 Payment

 Statement Agreement

 Declaration of Candidacy

 AB 1392 Opt out form

 Campaign Disclosure forms



CANDIDATE INFORMATION STATEMENT

 Candidates may request to be issued candidate filing 
forms by submitting their information to our office 
online, using the online candidate filing portal or over 
the counter in our office.

 This form is used to provide your voter registration 
information, the office you’re running for, how you’d like 
your name to appear on the ballot, and 
acknowledgement that you understand the dates and 
deadlines for various items.

 The candidate must agree that they are aware that their 
information is public record.
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CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICE
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• It is the intent of the legislature that every 
candidate and political committee that 
subscribes to the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices will follow the basic principles of 
decency, honesty, and fair play to 
encourage healthy competition and open 
discussion of issues and candidate 
qualifications and to discourage practices 
that cloud the issues or unfairly attack 
opponents. 



BALLOT DESIGNATION
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 The ballot designation is the word or group of words that will appear on 
the ballot under the candidate’s name designating the principal 
profession, vocation, or occupation of the candidate at the time of 
pulling papers.

 The ballot designation worksheet is an option for candidates to tell 
voters something about themselves. The designation cannot be false or 
misleading.

 See Candidate’s Handbook for further information. 



BALLOT DESIGNATION
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WHAT CAN I USE AS MY BALLOT DESIGNATION?
 Elected office: Words that designate the elected office which the candidate holds at 

the time of filing nomination documents. NO word limit for the official title of the office.
 Incumbent: The word “Incumbent” may be used if the candidate is a candidate for 

the same office that he or she holds at the time of filing the nomination papers and 
must stand alone.

 Appointed Incumbent: The phrase “Appointed Incumbent” may be used if the 
candidate holds office by appointment, and the candidate is running for the same 
office. 

 3-word Profession/Vocation/Occupation: No more than three words designating 
either the current principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the candidate. If 
more than one profession, vocation or occupation is listed, it shall be separated by a 
slash (“/”).

• See Candidate’s Handbook for additional information on Candidate Ballot 
Designation Do’s and Don’ts.



BALLOT DESIGNATION - WORKSHEET
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DO NOT LEAVE ANY 
FIELD BLANK

 If the information requested does not pertain, 
please use the response “N/A”.

 Complete the gender option which will be used 
for translation purposes only.

 The ballot designation is limited to three words 
and must be your current profession, vocation, or 
occupation and should be added to the first line 
of the Proposed Ballot Designation section. 

 If you are an Incumbent, you may use your 
official elected title as your ballot designation.



BALLOT DESIGNATION - WORKSHEET
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DO NOT LEAVE ANY 
FIELD BLANK

Acceptable Ballot Designations 
Examples:
 Full Elected Official Title
 Teacher
 Plumber
 Homemaker
 Registered Nurse
 Security Guard
 Incumbent
 Appointed Incumbent
 Community Volunteer

Unacceptable:
 Former Mayor
 Commissioner
 Veteran
 Tax Activist
 Prominent 
Businesswoman
 School District 
Employee



BALLOT DESIGNATION - WORKSHEET
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The justification for the use of the Proposed Ballot 
Designation from the prior page corresponds with 
page 2. The justification for Alternate Ballot 
Designation(s)1 and Alternate Ballot Designation(s)2 
are on page 3.   

WHAT’S A JUSTIF ICATION?
The justification is information about why you are able to 
use what you propose. This includes a brief description of 
your duties as well as the name of your employer, 
business and a contact who can verify the information is 
correct.

Note: Comments such as “I work here” or 
“I’ve been doing this for X years” are 
unacceptable.



BALLOT DESIGNATION - WORKSHEET
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Make sure that you complete the 
questions on this page and 
initial.

THIS SECTION MUST BE 
SIGNED AND DATED



CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT
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WHAT IS  IT?

 The Candidate Statement allows a candidate 
to educate their voters about who they are. 
The candidates can express what they’re 
passionate about, and why they deserve to 
be in office. It outlines the candidate’s 
qualifications, goals, and vision with the 
purpose to inform, persuade, and engage the 
voters to obtain their vote.

 It may make NO reference to another 
candidate.



CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT - FORMATTING
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DO NOT USE

 The Candidate Statement shall remain 
confidential until the expiration of the 
filing deadline.

 All Candidate’s Statements written in the 
third person must also include the name 
of the candidate at the end of the 
statement and must be included in the 
word count.

Underline or Bold words
All CAPITAL Letters
Italics or type styles
Different type sizes
Bulletpoints, stars, asterisks, or 
numbers that function as bullet 
points in or out of paragraphs.
Ex. (*_____, *______, *_____)



CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT - AGREEMENT
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The candidate must sign a candidate’s statement 
agreement form at the time the statement is filed. A 

copy of the signed agreement and signed statement will 
be given to the candidate. 

• The cost and length of the candidate’s statements 
depends on the office. 

• See Candidate’s Handbook for candidate statement 
details.

NOTE: A candidate may withdraw his/her Candidate’s Statement by signing and submitting a cancellation 
notice found at the bottom of the Statement Agreement or in writing to the Registrar of Voter’s office no later 
than 5 p m  of the next working day after the close of the nomination period



DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY
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 This is the formal document a person 
must file to officially declare they’re 
running for office. It provides their ballot 
designation, and requires them to attest 
that they meet the qualifications to run 
and hold office.

 It also includes residency information and 
the candidate signature after taking the 
oath of office.

• WITHOUT IT THE CANDIDATES NAME WON’T APPEAR ON THE BALLOT



NEW in 2026
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AB 1392

Effective January 1, 2026, AB 1392 requires county elections officials to 
keep the residential address, personal phone number, and personal email 
address of elected officials and candidates for federal, state, and local office 
confidential, exempting this information from the disclosure requirement, 
other than for journalistic or government purposes. 

This excludes these individuals' confidential information from voter lists, 
rosters, and any related indexes, including Vote Center e-poll books. 



NEW in 2026
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YOU MAY OPT 
OUT

AB 1392 permits elected officials or candidates for office to opt out of 
confidentiality by completing a form provided by the Registrar of Voter’s 
office. This will allow your information to continue to be available for 
Secretary of State qualified recipients and available if the candidate 
prefers to vote at a Vote Center. 

AB 1392



CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
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Form 501 – Candidate Intention 
Statement

Who: All Candidates
When: Before raising or 

spending any money, including 
personal funds

Where: Local filing officer

Then decide:

Raise or 
Spend 

UNDER 
$2,000

Raise or 
Spend 
OVER 
$2,000



CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
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RAISE OR SPEND UNDER $2,000

Form 470 – Campaign 
Statement – SHORT form

Who: Candidates who DO NOT 
intend to raise or spend $2,000 or 
more for their campaign, and DO 

NOT have a controlled committee.

When: Anytime, but no later than 
the date the first pre-election 

statement is due. This covers the 
whole year.

Where: Local filing officer

Form 470 – Supplemental

Who: Candidates who filed Form 
470, but subsequently raised or 
spend $2,00 or more for their 

campaign.

When: Within 48 hours of raising 
or spending $2,00 or more.

Where: Secretary of State, local 
filing officer and with each 

candidate seeking the same office.



CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
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RAISE OR SPEND OVER $2,000

Form 410 – Statement of 
Organization

Who: Candidates who raise or spend 
more than $2,000 or more.

When: Anytime, but required to be filed 
within 10 days of reaching $2,000 in 

contributions or expenditures (or withing 
24 hours if $2,000 is reached in the final 

16 days before Election Day.) 
Where: Original and copy to Secretary 

of State, one copy to the local filing 
officer.

Form 460 – Campaign 
Statement – LONG form

Who: Candidates who raise or spend 
more than $2,000 or more.

When: As soon as their campaign-
controlled committee raises or spends 
$2,000 or more in a calendar year, and 
from that point onward must submit pre-

election and semi-annual disclosure 
statements until it’s terminated.

Where: Original and copy to Secretary 
of State, one copy to the local filing 

officer.



CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
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Form

700
“Statement of 

Economic Interest”

WHO:
All elected and appointed candidates – including but not limited to 
State offices, Board of Supervisors, Mayors, City Council, and 
others.
NOTE: If you are an incumbent re-running for the same office and 
you just filed your 700, you are still obligated to file a form 700 for 
the upcoming new election.

WHEN:
File the 700 form on or before the filing deadline for the 
Declaration of Candidacy. 

WHERE:
State candidates file with the Secretary of State’s office.
Local candidates file with the Orange County Registrar of Voters.

Contact FPPC for any questions regarding the 700 form



Services to Candidates

30

MAPS
District/precinct boundaries

REGISTRATION FORMS
Registration drives/complete 
Statement of Distribution (if 
applicable)

WALKING LISTS
Printed list of registered voters with 
precinct and address information. 
See office for cost.

ELECTION CALENDAR
Viewable at ocvote.gov/elections

CANDIDATE’S HANDBOOK
Viewable at ocvote.gov/candidates

CAMPAIGN FINANCE PORTAL
Located at ocvote.gov/campaign-
finance-info

CANDIDATE FILING FAQ’S



Contact Us

Online  
ocvote.gov

Registrar of Voters
1300 S. Grand Ave. Bldg C, Santa Ana

Live Chat 
ocvote.gov/chat

Email
ocvoter@ocvote.gov

Call
714-567-7600 or 888-OCVOTES
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Questions
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THANK 
YOU!
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Candidate and Voter Services 
Lead  – Tiffany Nevarez​

714-567-7310

Tiffany.Nevarez@ocvote.gov

Campaign Finance Officer – 
Alex Gallego​

714-567-6268

Alex.Gallego@ocvote.gov

Candidate and Voter Services 
Manager  – Julianna Mailhot​

714-567-7563

Julianna.Mailhot@ocvote.gov
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